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Symphonic and Concert Band Classes

Brian Myers, Director

Purpose:

The purpose of the Green Hope High School Band Program is to educate young people through music performance.  Time together will not be limited to purely learning about music, although that is the primary purpose.  By involvement in this organization, students will mature as a musician, student, and as a person.  The curriculum is cyclical in nature; while there is similarity from year to year, the comprehensive program encompasses four years of study.  Individual development of character, esteem, teamwork, and group accomplishment can be additional rewards of the program.

National Standards for Music Education:

1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. 
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines. 
5. Reading and notating music. 
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 
7. Evaluating music and music performances. 
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. 
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Course Description:

Concert Band is designed to strengthen the student’s individual musicianship through the study of basic music concepts and vocabulary as well as scales and technical studies.  It is also designed to strengthen ensemble musicianship through the rehearsal and performance of intermediate-level to advanced band literature.  Students must demonstrate intermediate ability through performance of major and chromatic scales, intermediate-level solo literature, intermediate-level band literature, and sight-reading.  
Symphonic Band is designed for the more serious music student in mind.  It builds on the fundamentals gained through prior band experience.  More advanced musical concepts of harmony, rhythm, and individual technique are studied through this course.  It is also designed to strengthen ensemble musicianship through rehearsal and performance of advanced-level band literature.  Students must demonstrate advanced ability through performance of major, minor, and chromatic scales, higher-level solo literature, higher-level band literature, and sight-reading.  
Supplies:

· Instrument in good working condition

· All supplies related to instrument

· Pencil

· Sheet music and music folder

· Black and white composition book (daily journal)

Mouthpieces/Equipment:

All equipment and instruments are expected to be of good quality and in excellent condition.  It is the responsibility of the student to take care of his/her own equipment so that it remains in good playing condition.  Students are encouraged to seek information from professionals about step-up instruments.  Students are also responsible for providing their own mouthpieces and ligatures.  Following is a list of mouthpieces that are recommended.

Clarinet

Vandoren 5RV Lyre

Bass Clarinet
CM 344

Saxophone
C* (S180) or Eugene Rousseau

French Horn
Holton Farkas MDC (medium-deep cup) or Yamaha 30C4

Trumpet
Bach 5c or 3c

Euphonium 
Schilke 51d—check shank size

Trombone
Bach 6 ½ AL or 5G (Advanced)—check shank size

Tuba

Schilke 66

Reed instruments should purchase quality reeds and should always have three playable reeds that they rotate daily.  This extends the life of the reed.  Vandoren reeds are recommended.  Rico reeds are not acceptable.

Percussionists are responsible for providing:

· Stick bag

· Snare sticks (Vic Firth SD1 Generals)

· Yarn mallets (Mike Balter, rattan shaft preferred)

· Hard plastic bell mallets (Balter)

· Timpani mallets (Vic Firth T1 Generals) *optional  

This equipment will not be provided by the school.  See Blackboard for a coupon to Burrage Music.
Resources:

Blackboard and NCWise (online)

www.musictheory.net (for theory and ear training exercises)
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/ (recording software)

Music and Arts Centers and Marsh Woodwinds (for supplies and repairs)

www.ncbandconcert.com (calendar of concerts happening in area)

SPAN:

Progress reports will be sent electronically in the middle of each grading period.  It is recommended that each parent register for a SPAN account to facilitate this process.  Parents may register by completing the SPAN application and submitting it to the school office. Once the account has been created, parents will receive an email with instructions on how to activate their account (according to the WCPSS website). 

  

"PhotoID" is the form they use if they can physically come in to school with a photo ID.  "Notary" form is one they use if they can NOT come into the school.  

General info on SPAN: http://www.wcpss.net/span/ 
Link to notary form:  http://www.wcpss.net/forms/span-notaryform.pdf 
Link to photo id form: http://www.wcpss.net/forms/span-photoidform.pdf 
Link to SPAN log-in:  https://span.wcpss.net/include/login.php 
Expectations:

· Students will continually develop individual musical advancement by practicing every day.  Students are also encouraged to seek a private instructor.

· Students will operate and perform as a group of disciplined young adults.  Students will learn to become actively involved in all aspects of rehearsal.  This means that no other work should be done during rehearsal.
· Students will establish and focus on cooperation.

· Students will be held accountable for taking care of personal and school-related instruments and equipment, including chairs, stands, and sheet music.  Students will not touch instruments that do not belong to them.

· Students will consistently demonstrate group excellence with all performances.

· Students will enjoy each other’s company.

· The band program will involve parents in the activities of their children.

· Members will make themselves available for rehearsals and performances held outside the school day.

· Members will attend performances of other Green Hope fine arts programs in and out of the school day.

· Members of this group will represent Green Hope High School to the community with professionalism.

· Everyone will do their part.

Practice Do’s and Don’t’s:
Do:

· Find a quiet place without distractions.

· Follow a routine:

· Brass:  Mouthpiece and free buzzing—long tones, then lip slurs (5 minutes)

· Be sure that the pitch stays steady on long tones

· Use lots of air, especially through sustained notes

· Work for fast note changes on lip slurs, center on pitch

· Long tones with dynamic changes

· Be sure pitch stays steady as dynamic changes
· Woodwinds:  Chromatic/scale exercises
· Play etude, solo, or melody from music or warm-ups

· Work for phrasing, dynamics, proper breath support/tone quality

· Articulation study/rhythms

· Scales (all major scales and chromatic)

· Sightread something (borrow a book from the library)

· Practice solo piece or parts from music

· End with your favorite thing to play

· Count yourself off in the tempo of the piece before you play.

· Practice exactly like you want to perform.

· Spread out your practice time throughout the week.

Don’t:

· Spend all of your time on music that you know.

· Just play through pieces over and over.  Isolate your problem areas, then run the whole piece or section.

· Practice for less than 15 minutes at a time.

Practice Tools:

· Tuner

· Metronome

· Recording device—listen to yourself often

· Internet—research the pieces you are playing, your instrument for pitch tendencies, alternate fingerings, tips on improving tone quality and intonation, etc.

· Mirror—be sure that there is no superfluous movement in your embouchure

Grading:

25% 
Rehearsal Procedure
25%
Performances, after-school rehearsals, and events (Listed in NCWise as “Lab”)
20%
Tests/Quizzes (playing and written)

15%
Quarter Project (Listed in NCWise as “Project”)
10%
Assignments/Classwork

5%
Arts Seminars/Lunch tutorials (Listed in NCWise as “Minor Assessments”)
Rehearsal Procedure
25%
Regular (daily) practice is expected.  Students should not merely strive to master the notes and rhythms of the music from class.  Students should constantly work toward mastery of their instrument, and they should take the initiative to find etudes or solos outside of the normal class curriculum to master and perform.  Consistently working on material inside and outside of class will improve each student as an individual musician as well as improving our ensemble sound.

Performances/Events
25%
Performances are required as a part of the grade for the course.  If at any point a student or parent finds it impossible to attend a required event, the director should be contacted immediately.  Excuses will only be given for illness, death in the immediate family, court or administrative proceedings, religious observances, or school-related activities that in the director’s opinion take precedence.  Work, transportation issues, or studying for a test or completing homework are not excused absences.  A make-up assignment will be given for excused absences.  

Playing Tests

20%
Evaluations will be made regularly on a student’s playing ability.  Students should make every attempt at a high-quality performance, focusing on improving every time that they play.  Students may perform the playing test live for Mr. Myers or they may record it via CD, computer sound file (this is preferred--mp3 or wav format only), or tape recorder.

Students should use Audacity or SmartMusic to record playing tests for submission.  To use Audacity, go to http://audacity.sourceforge.net/ and follow instructions to download the program for free.  You can then record your sound file.  Convert it to mp3 or wav format before emailing it to Mr. Myers.

Students are expected to perform for their own playing test.  Record as many times as necessary in order to get an excellent recording.

Playing tests are evaluated on:

Technique: Holding and playing instrument correctly



 

Notes:
Playing correct notes







 

Fingering: Using correct fingerings






 

Intonation:  Due to embouchure, technique, or slide position


 

Tone Quality:  Proper timbre (tone color) for instrument



 

Rhythm:  Playing correct rhythms






 

Style:  Articulations and dynamics








Tempo:  Appropriate and steady tempo







Quarter Projects
15%
Quarter projects may include performance-based evaluations and/or written evaluations (written assignments or tests).  Students will get at least one month to prepare for the assignment.

Assignments/Classwork
10%
Students will be responsible for maintaining a band notebook that we will add to each day of class.  Journal entries include concepts relating to music history and theory and are crucial to the comprehension of the curriculum material.  Written tests will be derived primarily from notebook entries.  Students may also be asked to complete online music theory assignments.

Students are expected to make up all missed work, including daily journal entries.  Students must initiate completion of make-up work on the first day that the student returns after being absent.  If possible, student should see the teacher before absence regarding assignments.
Tutorials

5%
Students must attend three tutorials per quarter. They may be a combination of Arts Seminars (see below) or tutorials scheduled in advance with Mr. Myers. At least one must be an Arts Seminar.
On scheduled Wednesdays during the second half of lunch, the performing arts department presents an Arts Seminar.  After attending, the student should go to Blackboard, print off an Arts Seminar Assessment, and complete and return it to Mr. Myers no later than the following day.  The purpose of the assignment is to assess the performance based on technique, accuracy, artistry, overall effect, and effort.

Students may also come in during lunch on Tuesdays during the first half of lunch or other days to receive outside instruction from Mr. Myers or other students.  In order for this to count as one of the three required tutorials, they must be approved by Mr. Myers in advance. These can be sectionals or individual practices. Students are asked to sign in the notebook when coming to work on band material.

Additional Opportunities to Demonstrate Mastery
Students may receive supplemental points by redoing an assignment on which they received a grade of ‘D’ or ‘F.’  To gain points, students must facts about the correct answer in complete sentences.  Students may receive up to half of the points they missed from the original assignment.  Additional opportunities to demonstrate mastery must be submitted within one week of the original assignment but no later than the last day of the grading period.
Written Assignment Guidelines

All written assignments should be double-spaced and Times New Roman font.  You should use 1-inch margins on all four sides of the paper and it should fill all pages required by the assignment (ex. a two-page assignment should fill up two full pages).  Your paper should include a Works Cited page (not included in the page count) that lists all references from the paper.  As a general rule, you should attempt to diversify your sources (in other words, do not get all of your information from one website).  Wikipedia is not an accepted source.

Plagiarism is “the act of taking ideas, writings, etc. from another and offer them as one’s own” (Webster’s New World Dictionary).  Any non-quoted material in your writing assignment should be cited properly on the Works Cited page.  This will be checked and strictly enforced, and an assignment with any sign of plagiarism will receive a grade of a zero and be turned in to administration.
Green Hope High School Honor Code
Green Hope High School is a school community that is committed to integrity and excellence in academics and in personal accountability.  Because of this commitment, it is imperative that all members of the Green Hope High School community embody personal honor, personal integrity, and personal responsibility.  Therefore, it is expected that each person at Green Hope High School will uphold the honor code and will refrain from the following:

Plagiarism and copying:  Plagiarism is the use of words, ideas, and/or information that is not your own. Copying includes using another person’s work as your own.  Copying is not limited to “word for word” action but can apply to reading another person’s idea and paraphrasing his or her idea as your own. Copying applies not only to formal assessments but also to homework and in-class work.  
Cheating: Numerous behaviors will be considered cheating. Some of these areas include, but are not limited to, the following: using cheat sheets; using former students’ notebooks; using internet resources without citing them as appropriate sources; misrepresenting something as being real and actual; using cell phones to create images of tests, quizzes, and/or other assignments; and text messaging with other students regarding a test or quiz. The use of technology in cheating can occur on small assignments such as homework assignments as well as on more formal tests, essays, and projects. Students can be guilty of cheating if they give out or are in receipt of the material.
Discussions of material:  Discussions of tests and quizzes with other students when it is not specifically allowed by the teacher and when it is intended to give an unfair advantage to that student are prohibited under the Green Hope High School Honor Code.  
Lying and fraudulent behavior: Lying and fraudulent behavior occurs when one intentionally deceives another through words, actions, or omissions.  
Veracity and integrity of work: All work must be completed by that individual to whom it was assigned. A parent, friend, or tutor cannot complete the work for the student.  The work or the project must be under the “direct control” of the student and not  under the control of the parent, friend, or tutor.  Inappropriate help occurs when suggestions and/or support provided exceeds the help and guidance a teacher might give in class or during a tutorial session.  
The following statement must be placed on all work submitted and signed by that individual. However, any failure to include the statement or any failure to sign the statement does not eliminate that person’s accountability for adhering to and following the Honor Code.

“As the undersigned, I acknowledge that I am aware of the Honor Code for Green Hope High School and that I have adhered to the Honor Code and have neither given nor received inappropriate or unfair  help on this assignment.”

Honors Band

Juniors and Seniors in Symphonic Band will receive one Honors credit.  At the end of the semester, a folder must be submitted by the student with a completed Honors rubric and all required evidence of completion.  Requirements are as follows:
	1. Prepare and audition for All-District Band

	2. Attend or perform in either All-District or All-State concert in the Spring and write a 1-page evaluation.  Include the program from the concert.

	3. Perform in an Arts Seminar (this can count toward assignment #7)

	4. Attend one high school, college, or professional ensemble rehearsal or performance (this concert can be used for assignment #8).  It cannot be a concert in which you are performing, and it cannot be the concert from assignment #2.

	5. Perform in the Solo/Chamber Music Recital.

	

	In addition, choose 2 of the following:

	6. Take regular private lessons (once per week or 4 per month)—include a log of lesson dates

	7. Participate in TWO extracurricular ensembles (ex. Marching Band, Triangle Philharmonic, Triangle Brass Band, Musical Orchestra, Jazz Band, Winter Drumline, Winter Guard)—include programs from all concerts.

	8. Perform on your band instrument three separate times in a solo or chamber music (small ensemble) setting.  This must be in solo or chamber music (small ensemble).  Include all documentation (programs, etc.) (you may use assignment #3)

	9. Write a two-page summary of a college or professional ensemble rehearsal or performance using musical knowledge and vocabulary gained in class.  (You must contact conductor prior to rehearsal to be sure you are allowed to attend.) Include a program from the concert.  This can be the same concert used for assignment #4.

	10. Using the Suggested Listening list as a guide, listen to one Wind Ensemble recording and one solo recording on your instrument.  Write a 2-page summary of the pieces, using musical knowledge and vocabulary gained in class.  Emphasis should be placed on ensemble sound, timbre, range, style, and expression.


If a student is unable to complete the above requirements, alternate assignments may be given at the director’s discretion.  An Honors portfolio must be maintained and turned in at the end of the semester of credit along with the given rubric.  Students not completing ALL of the above requirements (or equivalent alternative assignments at the discretion of the director) by the end of the semester that they are receiving Honors credit will receive a one-letter grade deduction from their final semester average.
Support the Arts at Green Hope…

August 31-September 1, 2011
3-5pm
Fall Play Auditions

October 6, 2011
3-9pm
Western Wake Orchestra Festival

October 27, 2011
7:00pm
Honors Dance Concert

November 16-18, 2011
7:30pm
Fall Play

December 7, 2011
7:00pm
Winter Choral Concert

December 8, 2011
7:00pm
Orchestra Winter Concert

December 12-14, 2011
3-6pm
Spring Musical Auditions

January 12, 2012
7:00pm
Winter Dance Concert

February 16, 2012
6:00pm
String Soiree

February 23, 2012
7:00pm
Grand Night for Singing

March 8-10, 2012
7:30pm 
Spring Musical



(Matinee Saturday, 2pm) (?)

April 10, 2012
7:00pm
Jazz/Guitar Concert

April 11-13, 2012
7:30pm 
Drama Play

April 19, 2012
7:00pm 
Honors Dance Concert

May 1, 2012
7:00pm
Spring Drama Showcase

May 3, 2012
7:00pm
Spring Orchestra Concert

May 10, 2012
7:00pm
Spring Chorus Concert

May 17, 2012
7:00pm
Spring Dance Concert
Fundraising info

General Band Fund Raisers
· Citipass Books: Running from now through September 23. Books are available immediately and cost $25. Students who sell 5 get one free. Proceeds benefit the general band fund.
· Spirit Nights at local restaurants: General band receives a portion of sales on designated dates which will be announced throughout the year.
· Fruit Sale:  Fruit is typically delivered in November and on sale in October.  Dates to be announced.

Student Account Fund Raisers (90% of all proceeds go to student accounts)
· Butterbraids: Running from now through September 23.  Delivery in early October.
· Scrips: Gift cards for a variety of retailers including grocery stores can be purchased monthly with a percentage rebated back to student accounts. Order dates are on the website.
Current information about fundraising events can be found on the band website.
___________________________________________
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