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Attendance Policy

Overview:  Rehearsals and performances are only 100% effective if there is 100% attendance.  The success of every performing arts ensemble begins in rehearsal.  A performance is only as strong as the rehearsals that precede it.  In order to achieve success in rehearsal, the attendance of every member is essential.  Each individual absence affects the progress of the entire group.  

Performances and band camp:  Attendance at performances and band camp are mandatory. If there are conflicts with any of these dates, please let Mr. Myers know on or before the date of registration. The student may be enrolled as an alternate.

Communication:  For excused absences from rehearsal that are known in advance, an absence form should be submitted at least one day in advance (but as early as possible). For last-minute absences or tardies when submitting an absence form is not possible, a parent note or email will suffice (or a note from your teacher).  Please be sure to let Mr. Myers know, even if they were absent from school.  If you are late to rehearsal (unexcused), you may be asked to make up the time after rehearsal by completing extra duties or responsibilities. 

Student-scheduled sectionals:  There will be times when a student leader schedules a rehearsal.  He/she will consult all members of the section before scheduling a time with the least amount of conflicts.  Students should make every effort to attend these.  If a student is unable to attend, he/she must communicate with the section leader.

Excessive absences:  If a member has excessive absences, he/she may be asked to make up the time by attending rehearsals outside of the schedule or completing extra responsibilities. If a member is unable to complete the time, they may be asked to stand on the sideline for the following performance(s) at the director’s discretion.

Absence from school:  If a student is absent or leaves early from school due to illness, he/she is not required to attend rehearsal.  However, every effort should be made to attend rehearsal (even if he/she must sit on the sideline) if possible.  If you attend school, you are expected to attend rehearsal.

Excused Absences or Tardies 

· Illness, injury, or quarantine 

· Death in the immediate family*

· Wedding of immediate family member*

· Medical appointments*  Please try to schedule on days you do not have rehearsal.  

· Court or administrative proceedings*

· Religious observances*

· Other pre-approved educational opportunities*

· Other school-sponsored events which, in the opinion of the school, take precedence*

· Staying after with a teacher (for extra help or otherwise):  Please try to schedule these on days that you do not have band.  Bring a note.

* Submit an absence form in advance.

Unexcused Absences or Tardies

· Work Conflict 

· Transportation Issue:  Arrange to get a ride from a fellow student.  

· “I forgot.”:  Learn to keep up with your obligations!  

· Too much schoolwork:  While academics certainly take precedence over extracurricular activities, students who participate in ensembles or activities after school are expected to maintain their academic performance.  Regular homework can never be used as an excuse for missing rehearsal, and rehearsal can never be used as an excuse for not completing your schoolwork.  Students should learn to manage their time and complete all obligations adequately.
___________________________________________
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